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Dear Planning Inspectorate
 
I wish to make my views known to you on the question of the future of Manston Airport. I
fully support
the reopening of the airport as proposed by River Oak. I believe the following to be
relevant in this respect:
 
 

·         Manston is a valuable historical national and regional aviation site. Its ideal
location as an airport has been long recognised from the early years of aviation
except more recently by greedy developers.

·         Geographically well placed as an air cargo hub with excellent onward road/rail
connections.

·         The potential for Manston airport to be developed as a serious air freight hub to
complement Gatwick and Heathrow in particular, and to take some of the cargo
pressure off these two airports. Also as an alternative airport in the event of an
emergency traffic requirement.

·         The potential for growing passenger traffic at a reopened airport would be a further
economic plus for the region in terms of facilitating the flow of tourists. Historical
aspects, the beaches, friendliness of the people and probably the best local climate
in the UK all point to the common sense of promoting tourism in Thanet.

·         Thanet/East Kent needs sound and significant economic development to provide
educational, training and employment opportunities especially for the younger
generation growing up in the area. A revamped Manston airport would contribute
greatly to this objective.

·         The region does not, for economic and social reasons, need ill conceived
projections by certain developers, aided and abetted by some local politicians,
advocating such hare-brained schemes as turning the airport into a housing estate.
Thanet’s infrastructure is already under population pressure, not least on its finite
water supply which is largely based beneath the airport; and its congested local
road traffic conditions.

 
 
Yours faithfully
 
Graeme Ammundsen
 
Graeme Ammundsen
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